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NATIONAL ELITE RANKINGS POLICY
1. Purpose

To create a fair National Rankings System involving Australia’s major tournaments that provides players
in the following division: Grand Senior, Seniors, Adult, Youth and Junior the opportunity to monitor their
performance based on results and on challenging conditions.

2. How it will work
2.1. Asimple system based on a fixed points table, covering only the listed major national
events. The system will be annual, in that all points gained in a calendar year will be
deleted on January 1st of the following year.

2.2. Unless defined otherwise, Rankings points specified in the Points Table will be allocated
to all participants in a Ranked event.

2.3. Rankings points will only be recorded for bowlers competing in a Ranked event if they
have registered as a complete Silver member at least 24 hours prior to the
commencement of that Ranked event. (Rankings registration is only required once in a
lifetime - registration form available from the TBA website).

2.4. Age regulation:

2.4.1. Alunior is defined as a bowler who has not reached the age of 18 years on
January 1st of the current year.

2.4.2. AYouthis defined as a bowler who has not reached the age of 21 years on
January 1st of the current year.

2.4.3. ASenioris defined as a bowler who must attain the age of 50 years or above in
the year of the competition.

2.4.4. A Grand Senior is defined as a bowler who must attain the age of 65 years or
above in the year of the competition.

2.5. The fixed points table awards more points for winning an event and much fewer points
for finishing down in the field, mirroring the ranking system used in golf and tennis.

2.6. Unless approved by TBA, athletes participating in any event included in the Rankings
calendar that is not conducted on the scheduled dates or is postponed to a later date will
not be eligible to receive Rankings points. The Event will not be considered for Ranking
status in the following year.

2.7. If an event has a handicap Division excluding Open events with the 8 pins bonus for
females, Rankings points will only apply to that portion of the event where all bowlers are
competing scratch.

2.8. Following a Senior event, TBA will allocate Rankings points based on the below divisions:

2.8.1. Inthe final results for Male and Female, all participants will be Ranked from 100
down and points allocated to the Seniors rankings.

2.8.2. All Grand Seniors will then be removed to a separate listing and Ranked from 100
down and those points will be allocated to the Grand Seniors Rankings

2.9. ASenior bowling in a Senior event will be allocated Rankings points from 100 down and a
Grand Senior competing in the same Senior Ranked event will also be allocated Rankings
points from 100 down.

As an example, if a Seniors event was won by a Senior, Grand Seniors took 2nd to 6th
position and the next Senior finished 7th, positions 2 to 6 will be removed from the
Seniors result listing and added to the Grand Seniors listing and the Senior bowler who
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finished in 7th position will be moved up to 2nd position for the allocation of Seniors
Ranking points.

2.10. Senior, Youth & Junior entry forms via all media (printed, TBA web site, TenpinResults,
Total Bowling and any other media) must request a bowler’s DOB to ensure that the
bowler is eligible to compete in the event and respective divisions.

2.11. With the exception of clause 2.10;all bowlers will receive points in the division that the
event is ranked in, regardless of their age or gender.
For example: a youth bowler competes in an Open event will be allocated points and be
listed in the Open Rankings Division. The same youth bowler competes in a youth event
will be allocated points for and be listed in the Youth Rankings Division. Therefore, it will
be possible for bowlers to receive points and be listed in more than one ranking division.

2.12. Youth division points will be calculated by their best 2 Youth events plus best
Open/Female Event plus the National Youth Cup

2.13. Junior division points will be calculated by their best 2 Junior events plus best
Youth/Female/Open Event plus the Australian Junior Masters

2.14. TBA will rank a maximum number of events in each division:

Senior (including Grand

Seniors) Male: 5 Seniors events, including the TBA Seniors Cup

Senior (including Grand

i ts, including the TBA iors C
Seniors) Female: 5 Seniors events, including the Seniors Cup

Open: 5 Open events, including the TBA Australian Masters
Female: 5 Female events, including the TBA Australian Masters
Youth Male & Female: 5 Youth events, including the National Youth Cup
Junior Male & Female: 5 Junior events, including the TBA Junior Masters
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2.15. Ranking point totals will be calculated on the following basis:

Senior Male & Female: Best 3 Seniors events, and the TBA Seniors Cup

Grand Senior Male & Female: Best 3 Seniors events, and the TBA Seniors Cup

Open: Best 3 Open events, and the TBA Australian Masters
Female: Best 3 Female events, and the TBA Australian Masters

Best 2 Youth events, best Open/Female Ranked event (TBA
Youth Male & Female: Australian Masters is recognised as an Open Event) and the
National Youth Cup

Best 2 Junior events, best Youth/Female/Open Ranked event
and the TBA Junior Masters

An event will be excluded as a “best other” event if it is a combined/dual event (eg
Junior & Youth) AND qualifying games are NOT mutually exclusive to each event (ie
the same games qualify for multiple divisions). Ranking points from the athlete’s
Junior Male & Female: primary division (as per their entry) would be awarded. “Best other event” would
not apply in this situation.

If qualifying games at a dual event are mutually exclusive, then rankings would
apply in multiple divisions as per the normal allocation.

Any promoter or organising committee of a Ranked event that permits a bowler without current
TBA membership to participate in their event will result in the following:

2.15.1. The offending bowler will forfeit any entitlement to any of the prize fund;
2.15.2. The offending bowler will forfeit any entitlement to ranking points; and
2.15.3. The event will be removed from future Ranked event calendars

2.16. Non-Australian visiting bowlers are required to produce a letter from their national
federation/governing body to the Tournament Director no later than 1 week prior to the
event confirming that they are a current and financial member for that year. This letter
should be forwarded to TBA 5 days prior to the event. If a non-Australian visiting bowler
fails to provide proof of membership they must become a TBA member, otherwise they
will be unable to compete.

2.17. All bowlers who are shown on the results list (to a maximum of 99th) for all Ranked
events will be allocated Ranking points from 100 down as per the points table with the
exception of Seniors (refer 2.10.1 & 2.10.2). TBA will not be responsible for any loss or
perceived loss of points by any bowler who fails to gain entry because squads are full.

2.18. TBA will only Rank Senior events if the entry form defines that all participants must attain
the age of 50 years or above in the year of the competition.

2.19. If a tournament has an elimination final, where groups of bowlers will be eliminated at
the same time, ranking points will be allocated based on the overall average (including
any bonus pins per game allocated to the ladies) in that tournament of the bowlers in the
group that is eliminated.
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2.20. If two players have equal score in a tournament, both will be awarded the points for that
place and no points will be awarded for the next place score.

For example, if two bowlers tie for 9th place, both get 9th place points and no 10th place
points will be awarded. The next highest will be given 11th place points.

2.21. If multiple entries are allowed, only a bowler’s highest position will attract points.

For example, if a bowler finishes 20th and 25th, 20th position points will be awarded. The
bowler who finished 26th will be awarded the 25th position points and all bowlers down
the list will move up one place.

2.22. If a bowler who qualifies for the next stage of an event withdraws for any reason before
that stage commences, the next available bowler based on the previous stages final
positions will take the bowlers place. The withdrawing bowler will automatically move to
the 1st position outside of the cut and be awarded ranking points for that position.

2.23. Refer to TBA Rule 823 if a bowler withdraws during a Match play final.

2.24. Atie for first place at the completion of any year will be decided by the bowler with the
highest average in the points allocated. For example, all points allocated to the tied
bowlers will be added and the total then divided by the number of events allocated
points. The bowler with the highest score will be declared the winner. In the event the tie
still exists, both bowlers will split the voucher prizel

3. What'’s on offer

3.1. The, Seniors Male and Female, Adult Male and Female and the Youth Male and Female
winners will each receive a $750 voucher for any TBA Ranked Events or TBA National
Team Payments within the following 12 months and a winner’s Plaque.

3.2. The Grand Seniors Male & Female, Junior Male and Female winners and Inclusion Male &
Female will each receive a $500 voucher to be used for any TBA Ranked Events or TBA
National Team payments within the following 12 months and a winner’s plaque.

4. As Always, Conditions Apply

4.1. Ranking points will not be allocated if the Centre where the Tournament is being held is not a
current TBA Registered Centre.

4.2. The Centre where the Tournament is being held must comply with clause 9.

4.3. No Ranking points will be awarded if the Tournament has not been accredited with Tenpin
Bowling Australia Ltd.

4.4. Tournament Directors are required to send through a final version of the Sprint backup to the
TBA office no later than COB the following business day.

4.5. |If clause 4.4 is not adhered to, Ranking points may not be allocated and the event may be
removed from the Rankings program the following year, unless TBA has approved the delay in
scores being submitted.

5. Summary

The Rankings System provides a simple gauge for bowlers, administrators, sponsors and the media to
assess how bowlers are performing on the NSO endorsed national tournament circuit.

The Points Table used to allocate points is shown on the next page (page 6)
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NATIONAL TOURNAMENT RANKING

POINTS TABLE
SINGLE SINGLE SINGLE SINGLE SINGLE
PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS

1st 100 21st 19 41st 9 61st 5 81st 2
2nd 80 22nd 18 42nd 9 62nd 5 82nd 2
3rd 65 23rd 17 43rd 9 63rd 5 83rd 2
4th 55 24th 16 44th 9 64th 5 84th 2
5th 50 25th 15 45th 8 65th 5 85th 2
6th 46 26th 14 46th 8 66th 4 86th 2
7th 43 27th 14 47th 8 67th 4 87th 2
8th 40 28th 13 48th 8 68th 4 88th 2
9th 38 29th 13 49th 8 69th 4 89th 2
10th 36 30th 12 50th 7 70th 4 90th 1
11th 34 31st 12 51st 7 71st 4 91st 1
12th 32 32nd 12 52nd 7 72nd 4 92nd 1
13th 30 33rd 11 53rd 7 73rd 3 93rd 1
14th 28 34th 11 54th 7 74th 3 94th 1
15th 26 35th 11 55th 6 75th 3 95th 1
16th 24 36th 11 56th 6 76th 3 96th 1
17th 23 37th 10 57th 6 77th 3 97th 1
18th 22 38th 10 58th 6 78th 3 98th 1
19th 21 39th 10 59th 6 79th 3 99th 1
20th 20 40th 10 60th 5 80th 3 100th 0
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Guidelines that will apply to the selection, acceptance, accreditation and running of Ranked
events.

6. Process for applying

6.1. Tenpin Bowling Australia’s Ranked Event calendar will run for a periodic term. TBA reserves
the right to review or revoke any approved ranked event during this period.

6.2. Expressions of interest will be called as required and must be completed on the official
documentation and submitted by the due date. Any late submissions will be assessed by
TBA.

6.3. Tournaments applying to be included in the rankings program are preferred to have at least 2
years of competition completed and accredited with TBA to be considered. Must also supply a
draft entry form that shows the format with their submission.

6.4. Any decision to grant or withhold ranking status is at the absolute discretion of Tenpin
Bowling Australia.

7. Criteria used in selecting tournaments
7.1. The Centre hosting the ranked event must fulfil with the following requirements:
7.1.1 Current TBA registered Centre
7.1.2  Current Lane Accreditation Certificate.
7.1.3 Centre must have TBA approved Bowling Pins
7.1.4 Centre must have fully operational foul lights.

7.1.5 Centre must have an oiling machine that is capable of laying selected oiling
patterns set down by TBA.

7.2. Substantial Prize Money — Open Tournaments must have a minimum of $3,000 first prize
(guaranteed) with a bottom finalist. (i.e. 16th if the cut is 16) receiving a 6-4 ratio return
on entry fee. (i.e. $300 if entry fee is $200). Adult Tournaments with a Men’s and Ladies
divisions must have a minimum combined total first prize fund of $3,000 (guaranteed).
Senior’s, Ladies and Youth events have no minimum prize fund requirements. TBA
reserves the right to approve exceptions to this during the accreditation process

7.3. Number of years the event has been running

7.4. Number of bowlers who participate annually

7.5. Observed the approved oil pattern requirements

7.6. Tournament promoters must encourage and promote Interstate participation.

7.7. Theranking of an event in previous years does not guarantee ranked event status in the
following years.

7.8. Every effort shall be made to encourage a mix of tournaments spread across the Nation
so bowlers have at least one tournament to attend in their home State or Territory where
possible.

7.9. Compliance with the Centre Agreement: The venue must adhere to all obligations
outlined in the Centre Agreement with TBA. This requirement extends beyond any single
Ranked event and encompasses the venue’s broader support of TBA, including but not
limited to participation in programs, promotion of member registration, and other
factors as determined at TBA’s discretion
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8. Tournament requirements

8.1. Once atournament is approved for rankings an accreditation application, draft entry form and
accreditation fee must be received by TBA at least three (3) calendar months before the event
date. Failure to comply may result in the event being removed from the Rankings calendar.

8.2. At the discretion of the Tournament Promoter, a bonus of 8 pins per game may be awarded to
all female participants in nominated Open Ranked Events where there is no separate women’s

division. If bonus pins are in place for an event, a match play final must be made up of the top
qualifiers based on pinfall (plus bonuses). Any bonus pins female bowlers are entitled to in
the events mentioned in clause 8.2 shall be included to determine the overall placing for
match play.

8.3. Every Youth and Junior event must have a male and female division.
8.4. Entriesin a Senior event must be open to ONLY Senior and Grand Senior bowlers.

8.5. A matchplay final must be made up of the top qualifiers based on pinfall (plus bonuses, if
applicable).

8.6. Each player in Ranked Event competitions is permitted to register a maximum of six (6)
balls for the entire tournament. No replacement or substitutes are allowed unless
approved by the Tournament Direct or TBA. This approval will only be considered in the
event of significant damage caused by the Centre machinery. Each player will be required
to submit a Ball Registration Form prior to the commencement of their first appearance in
the event. TBA and tournament promoters reserve the right to check and inspect
equipment of any player.

TBA Ranked Events will permit only urethane bowling balls that are manufactured with a
minimum hardness of 78D and are approved by USBC. A full list of bowling balls that are
not eligible for use in IBF events is available at the following link:

https://images.bowl.com/bowl/media/assets/usbc/equipment%20specs/usbc national-
tournament-ineligible-ball-list-only-78d-slow-oil-allowed final.pdf

Tournament Director or TBA checks include but not limited to

8.6.1 That equipment in athletes possession matches that declared on the Ball
registration form. Any equipment not listed on the ball registration form should be
removed from the venue prior to the commencement of play. Any equipment in the
possession of the player will be deemed to have been used. Penalties as per Rule 127 of
the TBA will apply.

8.6.2 Checks to ensure that the ball meets drilling specifications set out in Rule 603 of
the TBA Rule Book. This may be a visual inspection and/or include a check of the weights.
These checks will be completed by a representative duly appointed by TBA or the Event
Promoter, and their determination will be final. The athlete or a nominated
representative, is entitled to witness any checks undertaken. Penalties as per Rule 127 of
the TBA rule book will apply.

8.6.2 TBA also reserve the rights to test the “hardness” of a ball by a durometer approved
by TBA for use at the event. Any balls that show evidence of artificial softening will be
disqualified for further use in the event and the player concerned may face further
penalties under TBA Code of Conduct.

In line with IBF rules, random hardness checks may be carried out during events. Any ball
that measures below 72D will be declared non-compliant and removed from the
competition.


https://images.bowl.com/bowl/media/assets/usbc/equipment%20specs/usbc_national-tournament-ineligible-ball-list-only-78d-slow-oil-allowed_final.pdf
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8.6.3 A session of games in Ranked events is the total number of games bowled by
a squad during that appearance. Lane or opponent changes do not start a new
session. Players may not clean or resurface equipment between games, except with
Tournament Director (TD) approval if a ball accumulates an unusual or excessive
foreign substance. 1°infringement will be a warning and the ball removed from the
remainder of that appearance and pinfall from the most recently game will be
changed to zero (0). A 2" or subsequent infringement will be disqualification from
the tournament.

9, General

9.1. Without the prior approval from TBA, no accreditation numbers will be issued until after the
closing date for submissions. Tournament accreditation will be issued after that date subject
to draft rules being received and checked for TBA Rule compliance. Tournament organisers
cannot release entry forms without an approved accreditation number listed. Failure to
comply may result in the event being removed from the Rankings calendar.

9.2. Under no circumstances will more than one event in the same Division be ranked in the same
State/Territory on the same dates.

9.3. Should a Rankings submission for an event in one Division be received from more than one
promoter for the same dates in any State/Territory, preference will be given as follows:

9.3.1 If one of the events has been conducted successfully in previous years, then the
Application for that event will be processed if all requirements have been complied
with.

9.3.2 If none of the events have been conducted before, then:

9.3.2.1 Preference will be given to the event that has hosted the longest with TBA
accreditation.

9.3.2.2 If both events have hosted the same period of time and with
accreditation, preference will be given to the event whose details are
complete.

9.3.2.3 If both event details are complete, the Centre that has a current Lane
Certification Certificate will be given preference.

9.3.2.4 The final decision will be reviewed by the High Performance Advisory
Group. All decisions are at the sole discretion of TBA.

9.4. Should an Accreditation Application for a new event be received proposing the same Dates
that have been used for an event conducted successfully in that Division in that State/Territory
the previous year and no Accreditation Application has been received for that event, TBA will
contact the previous promoters and establish if a valid reason applies for non-submission of
an Application, subject to Clause 9.5.

9.5. The acceptance or rejection of a late Application will be at the sole discretion of TBA.

9.6. The promoter of any submission application that is unsuccessful under Clauses 9.3 and 9.4 will
be advised as soon as possible after the closing date for submissions and have any fees paid
returned as soon as practicable.

9.7. TBA will not be responsible for any expenses incurred by a promoter proposing a Ranked
event.

9.8. Tournament organisers agree to use the Simpler Tenpin Software suite as the primary means
for posting tournament results to Tenpinresults website. Scores on the final day must be
updated and posted ideally after every game but at a minimum after each 2 games.
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9.9. Any submission for an event to be added to the TBA Rankings Calendar must, once approved
and accepted by TBA for that period, be conducted as defined in the submission. Failure to do
so will result in TBA withdrawing the accreditation and removing the event from the current
Rankings calendar. The only exceptions allowable are Centre closures, acts of god or other
highly exceptional circumstances approved by TBA. In the event of a scheduled Centre listed
in the calendar closing, the promoter must advise TBA of the new venue. Dates must not be
changed without prior approval of TBA.

9.10. Should an event submitted have more than one Division and both Divisions or events have
been included on the Calendar, all such Divisions must be conducted.

9.11. Should a promoter or Tournament organiser fail to conduct any part of an event defined in
their submission for that Tournament, TBA may not Rank that event the following year.

9.12. The centre agrees to trial a range of oiling patterns prior to the event. A list of approved
patterns will be supplied to each centre. Each pattern is assessed based on the centres; lane
surface condition, topography, oiling machine and the type of oil being used. The centre must
advise TBA of their lane pattern preference 1 month prior to the event. If a centre wants to
modify a pattern from the approved pattern bank for any reason, they need to apply to TBA
for approval. Once approved by TBA, the pattern will be published on the TBA website. Lane
Condition Policy applies to all Ranked Events in all divisions. Once the pattern is approved, it
cannot be laid in the venue, nor can practice sessions be made available until 48 hours prior
to the event. We encourage Event Promoters to include an official practice session/s, to
assist players with selection of their 6 ball limitation. TBA will control the public release of
the approved pattern and will only be released within a fortnight of the event.

9.13. Oil patterns can only be used by 1 event in each division each year. Once a Ranked Event
pattern is approved, that pattern will be removed from the approved pattern bank for that
division (and return to approved pattern bank the following year)

9.14. To ensure that approved patterns are used for ranked events, the following process will
be followed by event tournament directors commencing in 2023:

a) TBA may nominate an independent person to inspect oiling pattern/s set in the
machine by taking a photo of the machines display panel which shows the structure of
the oiling pattern being used. This will be conducted during qualifying Squads.

b) TBA to advise each tournament director, the name of the approved TBA independent
person as well as the day and time this person will complete the inspections.

¢) Aranked event oiling pattern verification sheet will be completed by this person and
sent to TBA along with the display panel photos

d) Verification of patterns will be completed by the TBA Technical Committee. Any
centre found not laying approved patterns during a ranked event may be issued a fine
of up to $500 which is to be paid within 30 days of notification.

10. Liability and Responsibility

10.1. Neither TBA nor its directors, affiliates, agents, employees, or its representatives shall be
liable for any loss, injury, or damage or otherwise in connection with any accommodation
and transportation, or for any trip cancellations, delays, changes in itinerary or schedule
whether or not resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrence beyond their control,
including without limitation, acts of God, breakdown of the Bowling Centre, hostilities,
blockades, labour conflicts, war, fire, collision, arrest, order or restraint by governmental
authorities or others, acts of terrorism, civil commotions, weather conditions and
considerations of safety of the Ranked Event, or other circumstances.

10.2. All travel arrangements made for air transportation, ground transportation, hotels,
restaurants and other similar activities or services are made solely at the bowler’s
convenience and at the bowler’s risk. Neither TBA nor its directors, affiliates, agents,

10
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employees, or its representatives shall be liable or responsible for any costs incurred
including but not limited to, travel costs, accommodation costs and other costs incurred in
preparation for any Ranked Event, or for any other consequential damages arising.

10.3. In no event shall TBA be liable for any accident, injury or harm that occurs outside of the
Ranked Event as a result of any acts, omissions or negligence of any third parties or
independent contractors.

10.4. Tenpin Results Australia Pty Ltd (TPR) is an independent company and is not owned or
operated by Tenpin Bowling Australia Limited (TBA). Therefore, TBA takes no
responsibility or liability for any financial transactions, funds, or monies held, received,
or retained by TPR. Any dealings or payments made to Tenpin Results Australia Pty Ltd
are entirely at the discretion and risk of the individual or organisation involved. For any
disputes or issues arising from transactions with TPR, please contact TPR directly for
resolution.
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